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Zero to 6,500 in 47 seconds
(actually 7,800 well no, actually 8,368.75)

A Futuro citing in Chicago
December 5, 2004
Wright Auction
Chicago, Illinois

An architectural model of a Futuro came up for bid at the Wright Auction House in Chicago. This included
the model itself and "an extensive archive with original tear sheets, photographs, floor plans, articles and a
book about the Futuro project".

Although the auction itself was Sunday December 5th viewing of the items was the week before. Luckily I
live only 130 miles away so a small road trip was in order. Upon arrival I saw the model though a window so I
knew I was at the right place.
The floor plan of the model, as you can see from the pictures, are different from anything on the web. One
usually sees the Finnish floor plan, singular lounges that slide out to be individual beds or the American floor
plan, with one big circular couch. Well what this turns out being is the CANADIAN version of the Futuro. All
of the items were from a Canadian collector. The other items were sales brochures, floor plans, memos,
articles, etc of Futuro Fiberglass Homes Ltd, the Canadian licensee of the Futuro.
Well... seeing I brought my digital camera I clicked off a few pictures and went home to plot my bidding
strategy. Putting pen to paper I tried to figure out how much I could bid. Did I mention in the listing of the
auction they had numbers at the end which were... 3000-4000. I'm thinking no way could that be 3000-4000
DOLLARS??!! But yes it was. The winning bidder ALSO pays a 20% buyers premium and Chicago sales tax
(8.75%). The $3000-$4000 was the estimated value. If there were few bidders they believed it would go in the
$3000 range, $4000 if popular. At this time I found that this would also be a "live" auction on eBay. The
listing on eBay had an opening bid of $2100. After much deliberation I decided I really can't go above $3200
($4120 really). So figuring there would be a good chance of being out bid, I went back to Chicago with my
digital camera.
Talking with the great folks at Wright they said I could bid 1 of 4 ways: Leave an absentee bid and hope for
the best; Be there in person to bid; Bid online and hope my internet connection is good or; One of their
representatives calls about 3 minuets before and it's like being there. I decided them calling me was the way to
go.
I sat in front of my computer and watched on eBay and waited for a phone call. When the phone rang I was a
little nervous. Just before the auction started I asked if there was a lot of interest and she said that there
appeared to be a few on other phones. Then BAM it came up on my screen $4500 OPENING BID!!!! The
woman I was speaking to confirmed this. To which I said that I was done (really I couldn't even start). She
asked if she should remain on the line and I said no I can watch online and in the span of 47 seconds it was
over, winning bid $6500!! Holly sh....er..cow!!!!! To the winning bidder.... congratulations.
I am so glade I went back the second day. I took about 140 pictures but believe it or not, not one picture of the
model itself, stupid stupid stupid. Anyway I have placed the pictures I did take in the photo album section.
This way you will be able to increase resolution and read all that is there, and there is quite a lot their.
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